
 

 

Newsletter Autumn Term 2018 

A very warm welcome to the new families who have joined us this term.  If you have any questions 
or comments that you would like to ask/share please email bridget@duchypreschool.org.uk  or 
donna@duchypreschool.org.uk We have an open door invitation to parents and carers to come 
in and see what your child does at playgroup and how learning underpins every activity we offer 
them. Please check out our white board in the hallway, we use it to write just some of the learning 
the children have being doing during the week, if you want to know more please speak to a 
member of staff.   
Our topic this term is Festivals and Celebrations, so given the time of year, be prepared for lots of 
glitter. 
Starting or even returning to Playgroup after the holiday and saying goodbye to Mum, Dad, or 
carer can be traumatic for both child and adult. To help the transition, here are a few suggestions 
to assist you and your child during this time. Remember that the preschool staff will be available 
to provide support and assistance; making your child's and your first days at preschool/back as 
happy as we can. 

❖ Convey a positive attitude. Young children are aware of your feelings. Your enthusiasm will 
assure your child that preschool is a fun and exciting place. 

❖ Clearly state to your child where you will be and when you will return. It may also be helpful to 
discuss what will happen when you are reunited, e.g go to the shop/park/visit someone. 

❖ Maintain a clear good-bye routine. This may include warning the child you are leaving in a few 
minutes, a kiss and a big hug and a statement that you love them and will see them later. Once 
you tell your child you are leaving, it is important to follow through. Extending the good-bye 
with, "Ok just one more kiss, and then I really have to go” tends to heighten anxiety rather than 
relieve it. Avoid sneaking out, as this seems to encourage children to become less trusting and 
makes the further days of playgroup even harder.  

We will always contact parents if their child does not settle, so If you do not hear from us it means 
your child has settled and is busy exploring playgroup and playing with their friends. No news is 
good news! 

 

 
Please take the time to have a look at the side of the playgroup wall. Dace McManus spent the 

holiday painting the most amazingly beautiful mural for us. She has added so many animals, 

insects, fish, amphibians that each time we look at it we find something new. This gifted artist is 

available for private commissions. Her contact details are in the preschool, we thoroughly 

recommend her, and you can see why when you look at this fantastic mural. 

Also while the children were on their holidays some fairy Godmothers came in (the staff!)  and 

blitzed the setting, there was several years of accumulated rubbish which took many trips to the 
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tip – we were nearly on first name terms with the staff there! The setting now is bright uncluttered 

and child assessable. A huge thank you to all those staff who came in and worked their magic. 

When you receive your invoices, please pay them promptly, we depend on money from fees to 

run the setting, it is therefore imperative that we receive your payments quickly, we have 

overheads that need to be paid.  If you would prefer to pay monthly please speak to Kasia, and 

she will work out a payment plan with you. If outstanding monies are not paid unfortunately we 

will only be able to offer the Golden Ticket or Funded 15 hours of childcare. 

With the money we received from the Bags of Help from Tesco we have purchased some 

amazing climbing equipment for the children and some large nests where they can sit and watch 

the world around them. Thanks to Geoff and John who came up and put the apparatus together 

for the children, they are really enjoying learning how to use it. 

We need you! The play rota is out and we look forward to welcoming you into Playgroup. This 

time of year is quieter and we need parent helpers to help run the sessions please do come along 

if you can. However if you should want to come in and play please do so, you do not have to wait 

until it’s your turn. We always welcome extra hands. 

Please pack spare clothing in your child’s bag (but not in a plastic bag) just in case they need 

changing during the day. All wet or soiled clothes are put in the Access toilet in a named bag.  

Please check as uncollected bags maybe thrown away as they start to smell after a few days. 

Please close the bottom gate (the one with our name on). It is the only sign that indicates where 

we are, we have had orders being returned to the depot or even delivered to the school because 

the delivery drivers cannot find us. 

You can support us when shopping online using the Giving Machine there are lots of high street 

names linked with them including Amazon, Argos, eBay, John Lewis and even Tesco! 

https://www.thegivingmachine.co.uk/causes/the-duchy-pre-school-and-playgroup  

And if you shop on Amazon you can support us by using Amazon Smile. 

https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/1157005-0  

For the safety of your children please do not let yourself out of the building or let other people 

into the building, only staff are to do this.  Staff will challenge anyone we do not know and we 

will not allow children to leave the building without their grown up. I know it can sometimes be 

inconvenient to have to wait for a member of staff, but please understand why we insist this is 

done. 

Reminder please remember to notify Kasia, our Administrator if you change your address or 

telephone number, it is vital that we have up to date information in case of emergencies   

One final note, if your child has sickness and diarrhoea, they cannot attend a session, day or Out 

of Hours until 48 hours after the last episode. 

To keep up to date with all our news please download Our Schools App, you will receive notification 

whenever we have news to tell you. 

Our Christmas Fayre is on the 2nd December we will be asking for cakes and tombola – there is a box in 

the small classroom. Thank you to those who have already donated sweets and prizes. This is our biggest 

fundraising event this term so please support us. 

Finally, the staff will be holding a Christmas draw which will be drawn at our Christmas Songs 

Celebration, date to be confirmed but it should be in the last week of our term, we would also appreciate 

donations to our hamper, but please give priority to the Christmas Fayre.  

We will be sending draw tickets home for these events. 
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